162.   LONG LIVE DESHBANDHU "

[June 19, 1925]

Calcutta demonstrated yesterday the hold Deshbandhu had
on Bengal, nay, India. Calcutta is, like Bombay, cosmopolitan,
It has people from all the provinces. And all these people were
as hearty participators in the procession as the Bengalis. The wires
that are pouring in from every part of India emphasize the fact
of his all-India popularity.

It could not well be otherwise among a people known for their
gratefulness. And he deserved it all. His sacrifice was great. His
generosity had no bounds. His loving hand was opened out to
all. He was reckless in his charities. And only the other day,
when I gently remarked that he might have been discriminate,
prompt came the reply, "I do not think I have lost by my in-
discriminations." His board was free to the prince and the pau-
per. His heart went out to everyone in distress. Where is the
young man in all Bengal who does not owe a debt of gratitude to
Deshbandhu in some shape or other? His unrivalled legal talents
were also at the disposal of the poor. I understand that he defen-
ded many, if not all, political prisoners without charging .them
a pie. He went to the Punjab inquiry and paid his own expenses.
He carried a princely house-hold in those days. I had it from him

on the same day; vide Appendix IV. Along with the letter, he forwarded to
Gandhiji a sketch of the Vykom roads access to which was the subject of satya-
graha. Gandhiji wrote again, mde "Letter to K. Kelappan Nair", 28-7-1925.
On June 21, W. H. Pitt wired Gandhiji, at Calcutta, thus: "Please
telegraph to your Vaikom friends not to cross original boundary without your
permission. Situation is complicated by doubts as to action satyagrahis may
take. Anything they do cannot possibly advance matters and may retard
them. So they had better stand still." In reply to this Gandhiji seems to
have sent either a copy of his telegram to Kelappan or some other message
which is, however, not available. It was to this that Pitt evidently referred
to in his further telegram dated June 22: "Thanks wire. Satyagrahis have al-
ready broken pact and advanced. Police picquets therefore restored. But will
be withdrawn again on your enforcing discipline."

At about the same time Gandhiji sent a telegram to Kdappan; it
is likely that Gandhiji sought G. Rajagopalachari's view of the matter. On
June 20, Gandhiji received a telegram from him reading: "My opinion partial
opening not acceptable. Modified satyagraha may continue for prohibited
roads."

i This was also published in Arnrita Bazar Patrika, 20-6-1925.